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Ethics of Computing and
Artificial Intelligence Technologies

Catalogue Course Description

Computing is ubiquitous in modern life, and essential to professional work in engineering and
many other disciplines. However, computing technologies, especially artificial intelligence, raise
distinctive normative issues. This course surveys a variety of social, ethical, and political issues
that arise in connection with computing technologies, including artificial intelligence, from a
philosophical perspective. Specific topics may include: hacking, privacy, intellectual property,
forms of deception and manipulation enabled by computing technologies, social injustices that
are reinforced by algorithmic systems, machine ethics, and science fiction issues such as robot
rights or existential risks posed by superintelligent computer systems. Content delivery will be
through a mix of lectures, readings, and in-class discussion.
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Class No.: 8562 Credit Hours: 3.0 Grade Options: Letter grades or S/U
Cross-listed and/or held with: PHIL 2473 (class No. 18494), STS 3605 (class No. 20757)
Prerequisites: For engineering students: Completion of at least one first-year writing seminar
Permission note: For engineering students: Limited to sophomores, juniors, and seniors

Major requirements: This course fulfills a liberal studies requirement for engineering majors
(categories: ETM-AS, SSC-AS, KCM-AG, SBA-AG). The course may also fulfill an ethics
requirement for other programs of study; consult with your academic advisor.

Minor requirements: This course can fulfill either an elective or the “Foundations of Al: Ethics,
Governance & Policy” requirement for the Bowers CIS Al Minor.

Meeting times: Tuesdays and Thursdays for 75 minutes (time & location TBD)

Instructor

Dr. Trystan S. Goetze (they/them/theirs), Sue G. and Harry E. Bovay, Jr. ’36 Assistant Teaching
Professor and Director of the History and Ethics of Professional Engineering, Senior Lecturer
(by courtesy) in the Sage School of Philosophy.

Email: tsgoetze@cornell.edu Phone_ Office: Rhodes Hall 194

Web: https://ethics.engineering.cornell.edu/ - https://www.trystangoetze.ca/

Course Objectives

After completing this course, students will be able to:

 Identify and explain ethical issues raised by computing technologies, including but not
limited to the following themes: human autonomy, deception, privacy, property, human
relationships, existential risks, and sustainability.

+ Critique, articulate, and justify specific ethical opinions and computing design choices
deriving therefrom.

» Develop a commitment to professional responsibility in computing and/or develop an
evolving personal conception of practical wisdom vis-a-vis computing technologies.

Course Outline

The exact schedule of topics will be released in the week before classes begin. Below is an
outline for informational purposes.


https://www.trystangoetze.ca/
https://ethics.engineering.cornell.edu/
https://cornell.edu/short/g2r7f5j5
mailto:tsgoetze@cornell.edu
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0. Introduction

i.  Introduction to the course — No assigned reading
ii. Technomoral Values — Rugnetta, “Writing is Death,” Never Post [1]

iii. Policy Vacuums and Conceptual Muddles — Moor, “What is Computer Ethics?” [2]

1. Al Ethics
iv. The Al Mirror — Vallor, “The Al Mirror” [3]

v. Al Safety & Machine Ethics — D’Alessandro & Kirk-Giannini [4]

vi. Algorithmic Bias — Noble, “Missed Connections: What Search Engines Say About
Women” [5]

2. Deception & Manipulation

vii. Deceptive Patterns — Brignull, Deceptive Patterns: Exposing the Tricks Tech Companies
Use to Control You (selection) [6]

viii. Algorithms and Autonomy — Rubel, Castro, and Pham, “Algorithms, Agency, and
Respect for Persons” [7]

ix. Generative Al, Hallucinations, and Bullshit — Hicks, Humphries, and Slater, “ChatGPT is
Bullshit” [8]

3. Attention

X.  Too Much Information — Postman, “Informing Ourselves to Death” [9]

xi. The Attention Economy — Williams, Stand Out of Our Light: Freedom and Resistance in
the Attention Economy (selection) [10]

xii. Gamification — Nguyen, “How Twitter Gamifies Communication” [11]

3. Privacy

xiii. Data, Privacy, and Persons — Garfinkel, “Privacy in a Database Nation” [12]
xiv. Surveillance and Democracy — Reiman, “Driving to the Panopticon” [13]
xv. Privacy and Race in America — Allen, “Dismantling the ‘Black Opticon™ [14]

4. Digital Property

xvi. Free and Open-Source Software — Stallman, “The GNU Manifesto” [15]

xvii. Digital Media Piracy — Meif3ner “Forced pirates and the ethics of digital film” [16]
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xviii.Indigenous Data Sovereignty — Carroll et al., “The CARE Principles for Indigenous Data
Governance” [17]

5. Computerized Relationships

xix. Technology-Mediated Sex and Love — McKeever, “Online Dating and Love Robots” [18]

xx. Al, Creativity, and Human Connection — Brainard, “Step Away from the Chatbot: A
Letter to a Student” [19]

xxi. Chatbots, Death, and Grief — Kurzweil and Story, “Are Chatbots of the Death a Great
Idea or a Terrible One?” [20]

Assignments

Technomoral Manifesto (20%)

A short written statement of your most important personal or professional values as they relate
to developing and using computing technologies.

Prelims (30%)

Two midterm in-class exams.

Final (35%)

Formal final exam.

Debate (2.5%)

In-class group assignment in the final week of classes (after Thanksgiving).
Participation (10%)

Attendance and participation in class activities are expected.

Note Cards (2.5%)

Index cards with notes on readings and lectures, permitted as an aid for exams.
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